CONTEMPLATIVE LANDSCAPE MODEL

ver.2.0

An expert-based, validated tool for visual quality assessment of urban green spaces. For an on-site use or photo representations (for the photos: to imagine as if you were there). Do NOT rate the quality of
photography, weather conditions or personal preference.
Evaluate given landscape scene according to seven categories described in columns below, by scoring them from 1 to 6 points. Note, that two scores correspond to one description, which means you will need to

decide which score fits better based on your expert's evaluation of the scene.
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1 Dynamic natural phenomena, e.g., seasonal, diurnal changes of vegetation, flying birds, bees etc. Ignore this for photo evaluation.

2 Biophobic phenomena include, but are not limited to, snakes, spiders, darkness etc.

3 In case of overcast weather, imagine the sunny conditions.

4 Archetypal elements include: water (still or running body of water, waterfall, sea), path, clearing, mountain/hill, single old tree, stone, forest, desert (space of absence), grave, circle, dome, arc.



Source: Contemplative Landscape Model was developed by Dr. Agnieszka Olszewska-Guizzo. For research information contact a.0.guizzo@neurolandscape.org.
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Scoring and Interpretation

After scoring each landscape feature calculate the total CLM score by averaging scores of the 7 features. The following table
indicates the approximate relationship between the total CLM score and levels of contemplativeness.

Total CLM Classification Interpretation
score
> 433 High High probability of the landscape scene to induce a significant positive

brain response in most people.

Low to no probability of the landscape scene to induce a positive mental
3.83-4.33 Average health response in most people. The case of most existing urban parks
and gardens

The scene most likely induces increased cognitive load and
<3.83 Low psychological strain - a brain response typical for busy urban space
exposure in most people.
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